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Cancellation Policy.  All cancellation and refund requests must be emailed to PACDL before close of business on April 5, 2021.  A refund of the full conference fee minus a $35 
administration fee, will be returned for cancellations received by close of business on April 5.  No refunds will issue for no shows or requests dated after April 5, 2021.  You may 
email your cancellation to pacdl@pacdl.org.
Substitutions.  The individual submitting the transfer request is responsible for all balances due associated with that substitution.  
CLE Credits.  The CLE Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania has approved this seminar for up to 18 CLE credits including 3 ethics hours. The Wednesday Capital Case 
Track is approved for six Rule 801 credits.  CLE reporting fees are included in the seminar price.
Consent to Use of Photographic Images.  Registration and attendance at, or participation in PACDL meetings and activities constitutes an agreement by the registrant to the 
use and distribution of his/her image or voice in communication media by PACDL.  No personal, identifying information will be used.

Online:  www.pacdl.org
Mail: PACDL
 115 State Street,
 Harrisburg, PA 17101

Telephone:   717.234.7403
Fax: 717.234.7462
Email:  pacdl@pacdl.org

Payment Information 
Pay by credit card or send a check payable to PACDL, 115 State Street, Harrisburg, PA  17101.
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Registration Fees 
  
Day Full Day Session Half-Day Morning Session Half-Day Afternoon Session
 Nonmember/Member Nonmember/Member Nonmember/Member

Wednesday $375.00  /      $275.00 $225.00  /      $150.00 $225.00  /      $150.00

Thursday $375.00  /      $275.00 $225.00  /      $150.00 $225.00  /      $150.00

Friday $375.00  /      $275.00 $225.00  /      $150.00 $225.00  /      $150.00

2 Days $600.00  /      $475.00 Wednesday       Thursday       Friday

3 Days $875.00  /      $675.00

 $ $ $

   Total $

The Public Defenders Association of Pennsylvania



Capital Case Track
8:55 a.m. Welcome and Announcements

9:00 a.m. Evidence Law, Presentation and Ethics – What is the Law and How
 Do You Talk About It?

This session will focus on recent evidence cases with a capital case slant, how to 
present the evidence and, equally as important, how ethics fit into the mix.
Presenter:  Jules Epstein, Beasley School of Law, Temple University

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m. Persuasion - Rhetoric, the Psychology of Presentation, and Making 
 Your Points Effectively

Cognitive psychology will be discussed and applied as part of the persuasion 
process at trial. It will delve into the science of persuasion and its integration from 
opening statement and throughout trial.  This session will also incorporate ethics as 
part of the discussion.
Presenter:  Jules Epstein, Beasley School of Law, Temple University

12:15 p.m. Break

1:00 p.m.  Lessons Learned from Federal Executions 
For seventeen years, the federal government did not undertake federal executions. 
Then, a new lethal injection protocol was implemented, and 13 individuals were 
executed.  This session will give you lessons learned that can be translated to your 
state capital cases.    
Presenters: Victor Abreu and Timothy Kane, Federal Public Defender Office

2:00 p.m. Break

2:10 p.m. The Biopsychosocial Imprint of Trauma: Working with Traumatized 
 Clients

Dr. Porterfield will present a model of the biopsychosocial impact of pervasive, 
severe trauma in many capital clients’ lives.  She will describe signs of trauma, 
including dissociation and avoidance, and present communication strategies for 
engaging constructively with clients without causing further traumatization. She 
will also briefly discuss the importance of recognizing the impact of secondary 
traumatic stress when doing capital work.   
Presenter: Kate Porterfield, Bellevue/NYU Program for Survivors of Torture and 
Adjunct Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the NYU School of Medicine

3:10 p.m. Break

3:20 p.m. Litigating Race in Capital Cases
An ACLU report provides that throughout history, African Americans have been 
put to death for offenses for which white individuals received lesser punishments 
and were less likely to have their death sentence convictions reviewed by higher 
courts than were their white counterparts. Racial disparities still exist in capital 
punishment. This session will discuss factors such as discrimination against low-
income individuals, and other forms of systemic inequities in our criminal legal 
system and how defense counsel should address it in their cases.
Presenter: Christina Swarns, Innocence Project

4:20 p.m. Adjournment

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 Thursday, April 8, 2021 Friday, April 9, 2021 
General Session Track

8:55 a.m. Announcements

9:00 a.m. Cross-Examination Techniques and Objectives with Sex Offense 
 Expert Witnesses

This brief presentation will address best practices in conducting cross-examination 
of sex offense expert witness reports and testimony. Emphasis will be placed on 
intensive questioning during voir dire of credentials as well as methods for cross 
of assessment and biases in expert reports. A role-play demonstration will follow 
the didactic presentation.”
Presenters: Frank M. Dattilio, Ph.D. ABPP and Ben Cooper Montgomery County 
Public Defender Office

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m. Mobile Device Technology: Data Extractions & Evidence 
 Admissibility 

In a time where 83% of the United States telecommunications traffic is done 
utilizing smartphones, the data transmitted increasingly becomes more relevant in 
the legal world. This session is an in-depth overview of mobile device technology 
and extractable data. The range of subjects include data extraction capabilities 
and limitations, hardware/software differences (Apple iOS v. Google Android) and 
potential impacts on investigations, and today’s mobile device challenges with 
current digital forensic methods. In addition, the search and seizure of mobile 
devices by law enforcement and the admissibility of extracted data in a criminal 
trial will be addressed.
Presenters: Joe Sierra and Kyle McArdle, Cornerstone Discovery and Kristen 
Weisenberger Law Offices of Kristen Weisenberger

12:15 p.m. Break 

12:30 p.m.  PACDL Annual Meeting

1:15 p.m. Excessive Force: A Defense Perspective on the Use of Force by Law 
 Enforcement

With the rise of social justice movements nationwide, the use of force by 
law enforcement is under society’s microscope now more than ever before. 
Practitioners in criminal courts are well served to understand the limitations on a 
police officer’s authority to use force during an arrest, as well as the protections 
afforded to the officer. This course will examine the constitutional and statutory law 
governing such conduct, officer training, and the dynamics of court cases where 
officers have been criminally charged for exceeding their authority.
Presenters:  Jonathan Fodi, Flannery Georgalis and Gavin P. Holihan, 
Esquire 

2:15 p.m. Break

2:25 p.m. Demystifying Grand Jury Practice
This program is designed to educate attendees on the operations of investigating 
and indicting grand juries and how to effectively represent clients. Specific topics 
to be covered include: The functions and powers of a grand jury; preparing a 
witness for testimony; responding to a demand for documents; motions practice 
before a supervising grand jury judge; responses to a grand jury report; and 
obtaining discovery following a presentment or indictment.
Presenters: Mike Noone, Noone & Borger, LLC and Lisa Mantella, Leech Tishman

3:25 p.m. Break

3:30 p.m.  Office of Disciplinary Counsel’s Initiative on Investigating Ethical 
 Violations by Prosecutors

This session will describe how the Rules of Professional Conduct apply to criminal 
prosecutors and an initiative by the Office of Disciplinary Counsel to be more 
responsive and effective in investigating possible violations by prosecutors. 
The Office of Disciplinary counsel is the enforcement arm of Pennsylvania’s 
disciplinary system.
Presenter: Thomas J. Farrell, Office of Disciplinary Counsel

4:30 p.m. Adjournment

4:45 p.m. PACDL Board of Directors Meeting

General Session Track
8:55 a.m. Announcements

9:00 a.m.  Evidence Update
This session will cover recent case law in evidence, an explanation of the 
holdings. and provide insights on how to best use these decisions in your 
criminal cases. This will include a focus upon use of social media evidence and 
upcoming rule changes being considered. 
Presenter: Jules Epstein, Beasley School of Law, Temple University

10:00 a.m. Break

10:10 a.m. Lawyers, Cloud and Mobile Computing and Ethics 
This seminar will address on the effects and ethical implications of the use of 
Internet-based and mobile computing by attorneys in their law practices. The 
introduction will consist of a broad overview of the concepts, including mobile 
computing, cloud computing and virtual law firms. Next, the discussion will focus 
on the ways that lawyers are using these technologies and the advantages of 
doing so. Then, the ethical issues presented when lawyers use these tools will 
be analyzed, with recommendations regarding best practices.  
Presenter: Nicole Black, MyCase

11:10 a.m. Break

11:15 a.m. Search and Seizure Update
This session will offer a thorough review of the noteworthy search and seizure 
cases to use when effectively representing their clients. It will also provide a 
projection of future trends in search and seizure law to utilize when developing 
the most effective defense strategy for their clients.    
Presenter: David Rudovsky, Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing, Feinberg & Lin

12:15  Break 

1:00 p.m. Immigration Consequences - What a Criminal Defense Attorney 
 Needs to Know

Ever since the U.S. Supreme Court decided Padilla v. Kentucky, criminal 
defense attorneys must advise noncitizens concerning the deportation risks 
associated with a conviction as part of a defendant’s Sixth Amendment right to 
counsel.  Join this session to identify whether your client has immigration issues 
due to their status and charges they are facing.  Discussion will include a review 
of the deportation process.
Presenter: Tracey M. Hubbard, TMH Law Offices, LLC

2:00 p.m. Break

2:10 p.m. Walking the Line: A Motor Vehicle Update
This intensive case and statutory law presentation will give you the inside track 
on the changes impacting DUI and motor vehicle laws. The seminar will include 
a critical analysis of the arguments presented by the parties, the decision of the 
court and the practical application of the decision. 
Presenter: Edward F. Spreha, Jr., Law Offices of Wagner and Spreha

3:10 p.m. Break

3:15 p.m. How to Win Your Self-Defense Case
This session will address identifying all evidence supportive of self-defense 
claim, special jury selection considerations, exposing alleged victim and creating 
ethos for client, preparing client to testify and withstand cross-examination, legal 
issues, and jury instructions in use of deadly/non-deadly force (Castle Doctrine), 
and effective opening and closing statements.   
Presenters: John McMahon, McMahon, Lentz & Thompson and Carrie Allman, 
Montgomery County Public Defender’s Office

4:15 p.m. Adjournment 
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